The Original Craft Beer Club’s

MICRO BREW NEWS

ALABAMA

BACK FORTY BEER

Back Forty Beer Might be the Best Thing to Hit the State Since Alabama Football
First Flexed Its Mighty Muscle.

It has only been legal to
produce beer that exceeded
6% ABV in the State of
Alabama since 2008, but
the giant strides made
since that time by local craft
breweries have vaulted
the Yellowhammer State
into national prominence.
Also, it is still illegal to sell
any bottles larger than 16
ounces in the state, another
throwback to antiquated
laws existing in Alabama
and elsewhere.
For the past twelve years plus, no craft brewery has
reached the heights enjoyed by Gadsden, Alabama’s Back
Forty Beer Company and its founder Jason Wilson. With
visits to 150 existing craft breweries under his belt and
starting from scratch, Wilson reached out to noted Brew
master Jamie Ray to help him enter the craft beer business
at a professional level. For the record, Wilson had very few
assets to start the business. As the project foundered, Wilson
reached out to a craft brewery in neighboring Mississippi
to help in his effort to get Back Forty to fruition. This was
accomplished and Back Forty Beer became a reality.
In 2009, Back Forty released its first offering, a craftilynamed offering called Naked Pig Ale. A year later, a second
brew, Truck Stop Honey Brown Ale was added and back

NAKED PIG
PALE ALE

Forty Beer was on its way. A 27,000-foot former Sears &
Roebuck warehouse was acquired to be the company’s
permanent home.
During the summer of 2018, Back Forty Beer joined
Birmingham’s craft beer colony on a site with dramatic
views of Sloss Furnaces National Historical Landmark and a
nearby working railway. For the uninformed, Sloss Furnaces
was operated as a pig iron-producing blast furnace from
the late 19th century until it closed in 1971. (The term “pig
iron” dates back to the time when hot metal was cast into
ingots before being charged to the steel plant. The moulds
were laid out in sand beds, resembling a litter of sucking
pigs.) It is the only blast furnace site to be preserved and
restored for public use.

Back Forty Beer has enjoyed great popular success since
its inception. It is the first Alabama craft beer to have been
sold outside the state and it has also been the recipient of
numerous awards and honors since its introduction to the
general public.

American Pale Ale
6% ABV 43 IBU’s
Maybe the best-named ale (certainly the
most specific) in the country, this crisp
pale ale features two German malts and
five assorted hops. The result is a complex
flavor character that appeals to both the
newcomer and professional taster alike.
Alcohol comes in at a steady 6% and this
pale ale should be considered an excellent
accompaniment to hearty and highly
flavorful foods.
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TRUCK STOP HONEY
BROWN ALE
English Brown Ale

6% ABV 14 IBU’s

It’s Alabama, right? Well Truck Stop Honey Brown
Ale is hard to beat. It’s medium-bodied English
brown ale brewed with Alabama Wildflower
Honey, three other malts and a pair of hops to
boot. The balance of the sweet honey and earthy
hops is simply hard to match anywhere. Truck
Stop Honey Brown Ale is also great for sitting in
front of a fireplace as fall and winter make their
annual appearances.
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FOOD FOR YOUR BREW
Truck Stop Honey Beer Bread
3 cups self rising flour
4 Tbsp honey
1 bottle Truck Stop Honey
1/4 cup melted butter
1 Tbsp sugar

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees

2. Combine flour, honey, sugar and beer until just blended. Scoop into a greased baking pan. Pour melted butter on top.
3. Bake for 45-60 minutes until a toothpick come out clean when inserted or until the loaf sound hollow when tapped.

TRIVIA TIME

1. WHAT ARE THE SIZES OF CRAFT BEER BOTTLES?
The nip, pony and grenade come in at 7 oz., while a stubby, steinie or longneck is 12 oz.
A Belgian is 12.7 and a British is 16.9 oz. The bomber or large format is either 22 oz or
25.4 oz, while the caguama and ballerina are 32 oz. The largest craft bottle is the forty
at, you guessed it, 40 oz.
2. WHAT’S THE CRAZIEST NAMED CRAFT BEER?
You can pick from the following: The Great, Big Kentucky Sausage Fest, Brew Free! Or Die
IPA, Hop Zom-bie, Leafer Madness, Barrique Okarma, Human Blockhead, Kilt Lifter Scottish
Ale, Sexual Chocolate Im-perial Stout and Zonker Stout. Stay tuned for more to come.
3. WHAT IS THE BEER CAPITAL OF THE UNITED STATES?
If you said Chicago, you are correct. With literally hundreds of craft breweries, the Windy
City now out-ranks such craft luminary cities such as Denver, Seattle, Portland and San
Diego. At latest count, there were 167 breweries within the Chicago city limits with more
being added each month. The city even outranks the national craft brewery growth
average of around 20%, a healthy number by any standard.
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